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AST week was another full seven 
| days from the standpoint of Wash- 
ington developments —both for 
those of the telephone business and in- 
dustry in general. Just by way of 
touching all the bases right from the 
start, here is a thumbnail summary of 
what happened. Then we will flash 
back for a few highlights and an in- 
terpretation. 

(1) Truman The 
President seems to be trying hard to 
balance his appointments so as to con- 
found those keen cutting observers who 
still are trying to figure out whether 
he is going left or right. From the 
appointment standpoint, this writer 
would hazard a surmise that our chief 
executive has given us a very neat ex- 
hibition of broken field running. Look 
at this! Senator Burton to the Supreme 
Court (right), California Railroad 
Commissioner Sachse to the Federal 
Power Commission (sharp left), ex- 
Senator Clark to the District of Colum- 
bia Court of Appeals (short right), 
William K. Miller to the same bench 
(left), E. Barrett Prettyman to the 
same bench (short right), Harrington 
Wimberly to the FPC (can’t figure it— 
probably short right), and Dean Ache- 
son to be under secretary of state 
(left). 

(2) Labor Bills in Congress: There 
are three of these worth watching. 
(A) Truman is taking a beating on the 
Kilgore Unemployment Compensation 
Bill (S. 1274). The Senate refused to 
O.K. his proposed $25-a-week-for-26- 
weeks proposal with Uncle Sam at the 
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Mr. Welch reviews recent developments in Washington 


and possible effects on telephone business . . .The Presi- 


dent's recent appointments . . . Labor bills in Congress 


. . . Rural Industrialization Bill . . . Reorganization Bill. 


pay window. The Senate insists on 
state law domination and the House 
probably will insist even more so, when 
the bill gets over that way. (B) Tru- 
man is making out much better with 
the Murray Full Employment Bill 
(S. 380). By a tie vote, the Senate 
Banking Committee refused to 
down a provision committing the fed- 
eral government to a policy of auto- 
matically starting up a huge public 
works program (likely reviving the old 
PWA on a bigger scale) every time a 


tone 


government survey indicates unemploy- 
ment, present or in The 
House may tone down this bill, with its 
temptation in the direction 
public ownership ventures in the utility 
field. But it is beginning to look like 
the Senate won’t do much except pass 
it. 

(3) The Pepper-LaFollette Bill: This 
bill (S. 1349) to raise the minimum 
wage from 40 cents to 65 cents an hour 
for the first year and 75 cents eventu- 
ally is gathering speed in the Senate 
committee. This bill is, as the old-fash- 
ioned Washington reporter used to say, 
“fraught with consequences” for the 
Independent telephone industry, even 


prospect. 


of more 








though it does, so far, retain the up- 
to-500 station exemption for small ex- 
change operators. Details of how the 
proponents are having everything their 
own way in the Senate Labor Commit- 
tee are noted hereafter. If some smart 
opposition doesn’t show up at the hear- 
ing (opened September 25), this bill is 
beginning to look like a pushover for 
this writer’s money. 

(4) The Rural Industrialization Bill 
(S. 1385; also, H.R. 4068): Here is a 
new and it is a hot one for the 
public utility folks. It bears the tag of 
an “administration bill,” but it is Sec- 
retary of Commerce Wallace who seems 
to be sparkplugging it particularly, al- 
though Truman probably will sign on 
the dotted line, if the bill ever clears 
the hurdles. In a word, the bill 
poses a commerce - labor - agriculture 
program to encourage setting up of 
business, particularly small 
in rural or other underdeveloped 
areas. The bill stresses the removal of 
“handicaps” for such business, includ- 
ing high electric and transportation 
rates and the “inadequacy” of “other 
utility services.” If enacted, it could 
be the forerunner of much anti-utility 
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legislation. It would encourage public 
ownership in the rural utility service 
fields, including rural telephone serv- 
ice. This bill is too new yet to indicate 
any degree of how much steam is be- 
hind it. So far, it does not seem to have 
been taken very seriously. Certainly it 
won’t get out of committee this year. 
But keep it in mind, it could wake up 
suddenly next year. 


(5) Reorganization Bill (H.R. 4129): 
Now here’s a little surprise for you. 
A House committee unanimously ap- 
proved a bill to give President Truman 
authority to shift around virtually 
every agency in Washington except the 
ICC, SEC, and a couple of old-timers 
which have nothing to do with utilities. 
The bill does not exempt either the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission or the 
Federal Power Commission from this 
reshuffing authority of the President. 
Only, in the case of the FCC, it would 
require the submission of a separate 
plan if the President feels disposed to 
do any reorganization of the bureau- 
cratic functions over in that neighbor- 
hood. Surprise No. 1 was that the re- 
port was unanimous. (The late Presi- 
dent Roosevelt used to have a knock- 
down-and-drag-out fight with Congress 
every time a reorganization bill came 
up and usually lost out for the most 
part.) Surprise No. 2—some 20-odd 
“pet” agencies were not exempt (as al- 
ways insisted upon by Congress in pre- 
vious reshuffling bills.) Surprise No. 3— 
already noted—the federal regulatory 
commissions, except ICC and SEC, still 
have their tails in the crack. Looks 
like the House, under a gag rule, might 
pass this right through, but there will 
be some prize beefing in the Senate be- 
fore it clears. 


FCC’s Future Plans: From behind 
closed doors of the House Appropria- 
tions Sub-committee, we hear rumors 
that FCC is seeking, and is likely to 
get, a boost in its budget allowance to 
take care of a bigger staff in view of 
all the new FCC duties looming on the 
horizon (FM, television, mobile radio, 
radar, citizens’ and veterans’ walkie- 
talkies, and other “such stuff like that 
there’). FCC also is reported to be 
having some trouble convincing Con- 
gress it ought to go on operating a for- 
eign radio intelligence service. Unless 
Congress is so convinced, these func- 
tions will lapse automatically 60 days 
after VJ-day, whenever that was or 
will be. Full details of how much more 
money and so forth will not be made 
public until a complete independent of- 
fices appropriation bill is whipped into 
shape. But it is a good bet that FCC 
will be hiring more hands, especially 
engineers, when it gets squared away 
for operation next year. 


Well, that about covers everything 
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of current importance to the trade 
from the Washington watchtower. Now 
for the details. 


Senator Burton’s appointment to the 
Supreme Court—all things considered 
—is about the best Truman appoint- 
ment your correspondent can recall off- 
hand. Regular readers of this depart- 
ment will recollect that some solemn 
things have been said herein about the 
necessity for restoring an independent 
and representative judicial branch em- 
bodied in the Supreme Court. All dur- 
ing the last term the court was so 
closely divided between the Black-Mur- 
phy-Douglas faction and the Roberts- 
Frankfurter-Stone faction that there 
was hope that additional appointments 
to the court might infuse a little judi- 
cial blood plasma and make it an inde- 
pendent constitutional branch of our 
government once more, in spirit, as 
well as in name. 


Unfortunately, from this  writer’s 
point of view, the first vacancy in the 
court happened to be at the expense of 
the independent faction, which occurred 
when Justice Roberts resigned. 


Going over Senator Burton’s record 
carefully, it would seem to be quite 
likely that now he has at least restored 
the minority balance of the court 
against the Black - Murphy - Douglas 
group which usually wrote most of the 
majority opinions and split decisions 
last term. 

Of special interest to utility compa- 
nies is the fact that Senator Burton 
has had considerable experience with 
public utility law—much of it as coun- 
sel for public utility companies. It is 
hard to imagine the late President 
Roosevelt nominating a former utility 
lawyer to the highest bench. In fact, 
it is hard to imagine President Tru- 
man’s predecessor naming any Repub- 
lican to the highest bench. Every judge 
he named.to the Supreme Court was a 
Democrat and most of them arch New 
Dealers. 


Even in the lower courts of the fed- 
eral judiciary, the late President Roose- 
velt made short shrift of any ideas 
about a non-partisan judiciary. Out of 
some 200-odd appointments which he 
made to the federal bench, only four 
were Republicans and two of those 
were required to be Republicans by 
law. But President Truman appar- 
ently does not have the idea that the 
federal bench should be used as a snug 
harbor for deserving Democrats against 
the slings and arrows of adverse po- 
litical fortunes. 


Senator Burton was born in Massa- 
chusetts in 1888, graduated from Bow- 
doin College (A.B.) and took his law 
at Harvard University (LL.B., ’12). 
After a brief practice with a Cleveland 


law firm, he became assistant attorney 
to the Utah Power & Light Co. and the 
Utah Light & Traction Co. in Salt 
Lake City in 1914. He became attorney 
for the Idaho Power Co. and the Boise 
Valley Traction Co. in 1916. World 
War I intervened, during which he 
served as an American army officer in 
France and Belgium (Purple Heart 
and Croix de Guerre). After World 
War I, Burton went back to practice 
law in Cleveland, and went in for poli- 
tics as a Republican in 1929. By 1935 
he had become mayor of Cleveland, 
serving three terms. He was elected 
U. S. Senator November 5, 1940, for a 
term which would have expired Janu- 
ary 3, 1947. His nomination to the 
U. S. Supreme Court was affirmed by 
the Senate by acclamation. 

Now the cynical observer might 
place some emphasis on the fact that 
Ohio has a Democratic governor and 
that the President saw a chance to 
gain another Democratic seat in the 
Senate (via appointment) by kicking 
Burton upstairs to the Supreme Court. 
No doubt a shrewd political operator 
such as President Truman would not 
overlook this angle. But on a number 
of counts Burton’s appointment should 
give the business community of the 
nation some consolation. 

Burton’s background as a public util- 
ity lawyer, while certainly not coloring 
his independent judgment, should give 
him a peculiar insight into the prob- 
lems of management which perhaps no 
other justice on the Supreme Court has 
had since the days of old Judge Pierce 
Butler, a former railroad attorney. 
Burton’s specialty as director of law 
for the city of Cleveland (1929-32) 
during a time of very active public 
utility litigation, gives him, in addition 
to this practical background, a depth 
of knowledge concerning the theory 
and operation of the guiding principles 
of public utility regulation. How often 
have we looked in vain to the other 
members of the court for this rare 
quality. 

Furthermore, Burton’s record in the 
Senate shows a calm and dispassionate 
ability to sum up skillfully and fairly 
counterarguments on burning ques- 
tions, which is, or ought to be, the very 
essence of so-called “judicial tempera- 
ment.” Unfortunately we often have 
had to look in vain for this unemo- 
tional, but important quality, in our 
highest court in recent years. 

Also reassuring has been the revela- 
tion of Senator Burton’s philosophy of 
government in his debate on the Senate 
floor, although he was not a very fre- 
quent speaker. This shows that Burton 
believes in our American tradition of 
free private enterprise. Furthermore, 
it shows his belief that it ought to be 
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protected, even when it involves a pub- 
lic utility company. 

Last spring during the debate on the 
Interior Department appropriation bill, 
the issue was raised whether the In- 
terior Department Reclamation Service 
should be given funds to build, with 
the taxpayers’ money, electric trans- 
mission lines in California to duplicate 
facilities already in existence and oper- 
ated by a tax-paying private utility— 
Pacific Gas & Electric. Burton’s de- 
bate on this subject is recommended as 
a specimen of courageous advocacy of 
a question which he believed to be 
right, but which a majority of his col- 
leagues obviously thought to be polit- 
ically unpopular. 

In only one detail would this writer 
question the Burton appointment. That 
is that Burton never was a judge and 
it is about time the President of the 
United States went back to the old cus- 
tom of appointing judges to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States 
(President Roosevelt never appointed a 
single one). Failure to recognize judi- 
cial experience in the lower federal 
courts is not calculated to reward the 
devotion and competence of such lower 
court judges. This single angle to one 
side, however, the other advantages of 
Burton’s appointment would seem to 
make it an outstanding one. 


Before leaving the courts, let us not 
forget that the U. S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia is a very 
important tribunal. It hears all ap- 
peals from the FCC. Two out of three 
of Truman’s appointments to this court 
seem to be high-grade, indeed. 


* * * 


The Senate Labor Committee, con- 
sidering the Pepper-LaFollette Bill, re- 
cently was reported to be lined up, 12 
to six, in favor of the bill, even before 
the hearings were opened. Listed (in- 
formally, of course) in favor of the 
bill were: Senators Murray (D., Mont), 
Walsh (D., Mass.), Thomas (D., Utah), 
Pepper (D., Fla.), Hill (D., Ala.), 
Chavez (D., N. M.), Tunnell (D., Del.), 
Guffey (D., Pa.), LaFollette (Pro., 
Wis.), Aiken (R., Vt.), Ball (R., 
Minn.) and Morse (R., Ore.). 


Listed as opposed or undecided were: 
Senators Ellender (D., La.), Johnston 
(D., S. C.), Smith (R., N. J.), Ful- 
bright (D., Ark.), Taft (R., Ohio) and 
Donnell (R., Mo.). 


Coming back to the Reorganization 
Bill, why did the House committee ex- 
empt only the ICC and the SEC from 
the proposed reorganization power of 
the President and not exempt the two 
other federal regulatory commissions, 
which affect the operating utility in- 
dustries so profoundly —the Federal 
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""Now I've seen everything. The idea! Losing a bass drum in a phone booth!"* 
(Courtesy Public Utilities Fertnightly) 


Communications Commission and the 
Federal Power Commission? 


True, the bill does require that the 
President submit separate reorganiza- 
tion plans before doing anything about 
the FCC and three other federal agen- 
cies. But even this mild and partial 
exemption does not obtain in the case 
of the FPC. The surprise here consists 
of the fact that whenever former re- 
organization measures came up, Con- 
gress insisted upon the need for guard- 
ing, very jealously, the administrative 
independence of all quasi judicial agen- 
cies, which would take in all the regu- 
latory commissions without exception. 


It may be, of course, that over on the 
Senate side of Congress there will be 
much less unanimity in dealing with 
this legislation and that the Senate will 
act much more according to the record 
of past performance. Even the House 
may not accept its committee’s bill— 
unanimous though it may be—without 
serious debate and possible amendment. 


But assuming that this legislation 
finally goes on the books in the form 
reported to the House by its executive 
expenditures committee, we would seem 
to be in for an interesting period of 
regulatory development. Why did the 
administration representatives insist so 
much that the FPC and the FCC be 
kept within the reorganization author- 


ity of the bill, if the White House had 
no particular plan for reorganizing 
these agencies? And if the administra- 
tion has some such plan in mind, what 
are the possible courses that it might 
take? 

It would be idle, of course, to do 
much speculating on a reorganization 
pattern which has not yet emerged and 
may not even be in existence, and 
which, in turn, is based upon a bill 
which has not even passed Congress. 
But we do seem to recall the original 
Brownlow report, way back in 1936 
placed these regulatory agencies under 
regular cabinet departments. How 
would the FPC and the FCC function, 
for example, as subordinate branches 
of the Commerce Department or the 
Interior Department? Would regula- 
tion of utilities subject to the top con- 
trol of Secretary of Commerce Wal- 
lace or Secretary of Interior Ickes be 
any improvement over the prevailing 
variety which has developed during re- 
cent years? 

It certainly is a fascinating field for 
speculation by students of regulation, 
and much more so perhaps for those 
who have a definite stake in public 
utility operations. Certainly it is some- 
thing to keep in mind as we watch this 
Reorganization Bill making its way in 
the troubled legislative stream flowing 
through the chambers of Congress. 
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E DERIVED 
from the 


much comfort 
contents of a letter 

just received from Mr. Endoley 
of the Western Light & Telephone Co., 
Kingfisher, Okla. He states that with 
more than 40 years of diversified tele- 
phone work to his credit, he never has 
heard the expression “Joe Maggee” 
when referring to a bungling lineman, 
although he has heard the expression 
“clumb some.” This seems to indicate 
that telephone slang is local and not 
general. 


We have a letter from Capt. Howard 
F. Donovan, Post Signal Officer, Percy 
Jones Hospital Center, Fort Custer, 
Mich., in which he states, in part: 


“While stationed in Iceland, we sus- 
pended a number of cables by the spin- 
ner method. However, I left the com- 
mand before they had been in the air 
a sufficient length of time to determine 
whether or not this method would prove 
completely satisfactory. Since Iceland 
is located in an area of almost continu- 
ous high winds, I believe a history of 
this cable would prove of interest.” 


We have written the Post Signal 
Officer of the Iceland Base Command 
for complete details, which will be pub- 
lished as soon as available. 


The following interesting informa- 
tion in reference to suspending two 
cables on one messenger strand is sent 
us by Walter C. Schroeder, district 
plant engineer for the Mountain States 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., Pueblo, 
Colo. : 


“We have a lead carrying two impor- 
tant aerial trunk cables, a 51-pair, 22- 
gauge cable and a 5l-pair, 19-gauge 
cable, both wrapped to a 16,000-pound 
strand for a distance of about four 
miles. The pole line is located on fairly 
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level ground, but, for clearance reasons, 
some changes in grade were necessary. 
The lead is exposed to frequent and 
wide changes in temperature. 

“After a year of service. two cases 
of trouble were reported. The failures 
occurred where the two cables were 
lashed to a single supporting strand, 
and where the bond between lead and 
steel was not secure. Also, the failure 
appeared as a crack at the point where 
the sleeve of the splice was wiped to 
the cable sheath. 

““An inspection was made, and it was 
found that the two cables were not 
nulled snuely against the strand, mak- 
ing possible some free movement be- 
tween cables and strand. This seemed 
to indicate that some creeping of the 
sable could occur, especially on a down- 
ward grade. Bowing of the cable was 
evident at the bottom of the grade 
where the cable bulged out between 
loose turns of the lashing wire. 

“In the investigation of this cable 
trouble. consideration was given to the 
expansion of the lead cable and steel 
strand under temperature changes. 
With a 50° temperature variation, a 
difference in length of .66 in. would oc- 
cur between the two in a normal span 
of 125 ft. Theoretically, where the 
cable is lashed snugly against the 
strand. each turn of the lashing wire 
should have sufficient holding power to 
prevent the increased elongation of 
cable from gathering at any one par- 
ticular location of the run. However, 
where the snug bond is not provided, a 
movement of slack seems to take place 
and usually accumulates at one spot. 

“If this spot is located at a weak 
place in the cable or at a cable splice, 
trouble may be expected. Under tem- 
perature changes, the metal alternately 
expands and contracts, causing a lat- 
eral movement of the flexible sheath, 
which produces a breaking action be- 
tween the cable and the more rigidly 
held splice at the wiped joint. This 
breaking action eventually fatigues the 
lead and a crack forms in the cable, 
which, under wet weather conditions, 
may cause total failure. 

“From the observations we made, it 
was concluded that secure lashing of 
cable was of paramount importance. 
If two cables are to be placed simul- 


taneously, it is preferable, from a 
maintenance standpoint, to lash them 
to separate strands, unless a good bond 
can be obtained with one strand. This 
bonding will depend, in great measure, 
on the diameters involved, and a study 
should be made to see how they fit 
together. 

“Snug lashing of the cable should be 
a construction objective in order to in- 
sure quality results.” 


* * * 


We are advised that several new 
types of drop wire now are in the proc- 
ess of development. It is believed that 
some of the new plastics will be used 
in lieu of rubber as insulation. It seems 
that may be insulated 
with rubber and then a plastic jacket, 
used as a covering, the belief being 
that braid covering now is out. It is 
further understood that while some 
plastics do not hold too well in drop 
wire clamps, this fault, in all probabil- 
ity, will be corrected. 


possible wire 


Drop wire always has been a weak 
point in our outside plant distribution 
systems and the cause of frequent trou- 
ble and interruptions, 
certain climatic conditions. It is ex- 
pected that the new type may 
overcome these defects. 


service under 


wire 


Combination magneto and common 
battery signals often prove useful on a 
manual switchboard. With this ar- 
rangement, local telephone line circuits 
can, by a simple wiring change, be con- 
verted from magneto to common bat- 
tery or vice versa. All line signals are 
lamp type and lock in from ringing 
generator. 


You can be certain that a man is an 
old timer in the telephone industry if 
he refers to capacitors as condensers. 

(Please turn to page 20) 
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LOOK TO LEICH FOR THE RIGHT 


TELEPHONE FOR EVERY RURAL 
LINE REQUIREMENT... . 


For prices and delivery information on all Leich Telephones, address 


Leich Sales Corporation, 427 West Randolph Street, Chicago 6, Illinois 


LEICH 


MANUFACTURERS OF TELEPHONES, SWITCHBOARDS 


AND RELATED APPARATUS SINCE 1907 








The following is quoted from a letter 
received from C. L. Rupe, owner of the 
Dunnell (Minn.) Telephone Co. This 
letter is in the parlance of the old 
boomer lineman back in the days when 
floating construction gangs either lived 
in cheap hotels or a tent camp out on 
the line. 


“In days gone by when we were all 
charter members of the honorable 
(some thought not so honorable) order 
of ‘Fleas,’ we had our ‘Joe MaGee’ line- 
men and ‘one drum’ truck drivers who 
did not know a hand axe from a three- 
bolt clamp and would drive any ‘pick 
handle’ to reading the ‘brain books.’ 
Then the ‘Biscuits’ gets into a cross 
with the owner of the ‘greasy spoon’ or 
about lice in the ‘flop house’ and we are 
back in a camp. Then along comes a 
‘flintpicker’ looking for some ‘ponies’ 
for his ‘whoop and holler’ exchange and 
the ‘grunts’ and ‘clumbsomes’ steal 
most of his tools for relics. Must be 
time to put on the feed bag so the 
‘skinner’ drops the bridle from the oats 
canner and we come and get it.” 


If any of our readers experience 
difficulty with this one, let us know and 
we will publish an interpretation. 


* * * 


Transcontinental telephone service 
from New York to San Francisco, a 
total distance of 3,600 miles, was 
opened January 25, 1915. 


* * * 


In the past, some of the old style 
pole mounting protectors caused much 
trouble due to rain beating in around 
the wire entrance, soaking the protec- 
tor blocks. When the troubleshooter 
found a case of trouble due to this 
cause, he often removed the protector 
blocks to clear the trouble and then 
forgot to replace them. This practice 
generally resulted in lightning trouble, 
and the protector was blamed. 


* * x 


Soon after the Normandy invasion, 
Signal Corps men placed a cable to the 
top of the Eiffel Tower in Paris, 
France. Tape armored, jute protected 
cable was used. Mechanical supports 
were required as 650 feet of the cable 
had to be placed vertically in the needle 
shaped tower, and an additional 350 
feet in one of the “legs.” 

True to the safety practice observ- 
ance of these men, the job was com- 
pleted without accident, thus maintain- 
ing the record of no major accidents 
on the tower from the time of its con- 
struction. 


When Col. Foster L. Stanley, Indi- 
ana Bell Telephone Co. engineer, left 
the Plant Engineering Agency in Phil- 
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adelphia, Pa., after 4% years of serv- 
ice in the Signal Corps, he delivered a 
farewell address and in it did a bit 
of reminiscing. He stated that when 
he started on his army job, he did 
not have all of the answers, but that 
he was helped materially on all such 
problems by the five B’s, i.e., Bauser- 
man, Blain, Bossert, Budd and Bob 
Eddy. Strange as it may seem, all 
these five B’s were present to hear this 
compliment. 


* * * 


We are in receipt of a letter from 
Paul Smith, splicing foreman of the 
Ohio Bell Telephone Co., Zanesville, in 
which he makes the following comment 
concerning the suspension of two cables 
on one strand by the spinner method: 


“Reference to lashing of two cables 
on one strand, this is a rather common 
practice in our territory, limited only 
by the sizes and weights of cables in- 
volved. We have experienced no un- 
usual problems incidental to this type 
of construction. Considering items such 
as pole space, cost and availability of 
strand and hardware, this seems to be 
a very satisfactory method of construc- 
tion.” 

* * 


The above photograph shows a 
midget fuse plug which proves useful 
in extension cords, required in all tele- 
phone exchanges. The plug will accom- 


modate midget fuses or midget fuse- 
trons. 


The first transmission of speech 
across the Atlantic Ocean, between Ar- 
lington, Va., and Paris, France, was on 
October 21, 1915. 


* * * 


We are in receipt of an interesting 
letter from C. H. McCabe, now wire 
chief for the Northwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co. at Clinton, Iowa. Mr. Mc- 
Cabe and the writer worked together 
at Des Moines and Camp Dodge, Iowa, 
during World War I. The letter makes 
reference to an item published on this 
page which suggested the use of jute 
protected cable, suspended aerially by 
the spinner method, as a possible pro- 
tection against squirrel bites. 

In this connection, Mr. McCabe states: 


“We have both air and ground squir- 
rels and both types like to sharpen 
their claws and teeth on cable sheath. 
We have experienced considerable 
sheath damage to jute covered cable 
in this area, due to ground squirrels. 
We have decided to use no more buried 
jute cable, but, instead, to use tape 
armored cable. 


“We have about two miles of aerial 
cable which had been ring cut consid- 
erably. We made repairs by spot weld- 
ing the bad spots, removing the rings 
and changing to the spinner method of 
suspension. We were out of the frying 
pan and into the fire as the spun cable 
made a highway for the squirrels to 
run along. They do not like to run on 
cable suspended with rings as their 
tails get caught in the hooks. Squirrels 
will jump four or five feet to the spun 
cable, run along it for a half mile or 
so to visit squirrels in another neigh- 
borhood, stopping from time to time to 
sharpen their claws or teeth. 

“We also have observed squirrels 
come down a tree, jump to the cable, 
sharpen their claws and jump back to 
the tree and go about their business. 
This has caused us considerable cable 
trouble due to sheath openings. 

“It is believed that tape armored 
cable suspended by the spinner method 
would provide protection against squir- 
rels, but that jute covered cable sus- 
pended in a similar manner would not.” 


This is most useful information on 
the squirrel nuisance and we pass it 
along in the hope that it may help 
others in planning their attack. 


* * * 


The Coleman heater which has given 
soldiers in foxholes, tanks or bombers, 
a combination kitchen range, hot water 
system and heating plant, now should 
have a useful application to the tele- 
phone industry. This stove is about 
the size of a quart thermos bottle and 
weighs approximately three pounds. It 
will operate for two hours on a cup of 
any kind of gasoline, a trick that 
makes engineers marvel. 

The lead in ethyl gasoline, as has 
been the experience of all telephone 
men, does not vaporize and soon gums 
up burners in fire pots and blow torches. 
This new design constructed on a 
larger scale should make an_ ideal 
heater for use in a manhole or a cable 
tent. 


It generally is agreed that a tele- 
phone man can wear a_ wristwatch 
without fear of being called a sissy. 
Despite this, his work usually is of 
such nature that a glass crystal fre- 
quently is broken. Plastic crystals, now 
available and which are installed by 
moulding directly in the watch, look 
like glass, do not scratch and practi- 
cally are indestructible. 


* * * 


It is reported that a_ pocket-size 
radio-telephone for civilian use will 
be placed on the market within six 
months. It is claimed that this set is 
6 ins. long, weighs about one-half pound 
and will cost about $25. It is not known 
what frequencies will be utilized or how 
their allocation will be made. 
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the Illinois Telephone Association 


and traffic editor 


HILE rummaging through my 
“TELEPHONY drawer” the other 


day, I discovered a poem pre- 
sented to me several years ago at a 
traffic conference at the 1942 lowa 
state convention. The poem was com- 
posed by Iowan G. E. Jenison’s wife 
who modestly signed it “Harry’s wife.” 


It is evident that Mrs. Jenison, like 
many other good wives of telephone 
workers, has a real interest in her hus- 
band’s calling and contributes to his 
comfort and welfare by keeping his 
clothes well mended. 

With apologies to “Harry’s wife” for 
the writer’s being remiss in not having 
this homey poem published at an ear- 
lier date, it.is a pleasure to give you: 


Any Wires in Heaven? 


Will there be any wires in heaven? 

If not, my poor husband can’t go, 
For 40 long years he’s been mixing 
With wires, and such like, below. 

So if there’s no wires in heaven, 

I don’t think he’ll like it up there, 
For he has the “pole climbing habit,” 
And breathing of plenty fresh air. 


His clothes are a sight, I must tell you, 

For most every day there’s a rip, 

Or a big hole to mend most likely, 

Which he’s fastened with wire or clip. 

His shirt sleeves catch lots of the 
tatters, 

And legs of his overalls—worn? 

No! If he dons new ones at daybreak, 

Most likely, by night, they are torn. 


Look at the back of his shirt, please, 
And see the big snag I must patch, 
While he is just making a living, 

I have to grab needle and scratch 

To keep him from being a nudist, 

For he’d lose his job, sure as fate. 

His skin wouldn’t take all the snagging 
His clothes do, I’ll tell you it’s great! 


So, if there’s no wires in heaven, 

I don’t think that he’d like to go, 
Without them he’d be very lonesome, 
He’d forget and be saying “Hello!” 
Think of the sales that would fall off 
At the stores, in a wireman’s line, 
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I’m thinking—someone would go 
hungry 
By missing those nickels and dimes. 


With his overalls shining with sodder, 
Where buttons are minus, there’s wire 
Connecting the bib with suspenders, 
As neatly as one could desire. 

Perhaps a safety pin catching 

Two parts of a garment so tight, 

And sometimes a rent and it looks 

As if some hungry dog took a bite. 


Oh, the life among wires is catching, 
Sometimes a good barbed wire fence 
Gets mixed in where it’s not wanted 
And leaves, where it will, a few rents. 
The toughest and stoutest of denim 
Must yield before all of the strain, 
And so, bring patches quickly, 
It’s—“on with that mending,” again. 


And when he’s passing the angels, 
And sees their bright faces aglow, 
He’ll think they are just the “Hello 
Girls” 
Which back on earth he did know. 
He’ll listen to their golden voices, 
For such old greetings as these— 
“The line’s busy”—“I’m sorry” and 
Again it will be, “Number, please?” 


So—if there’s no wires in heaven, 







My husband just don’t want to go, 
He’d miss all the long distance doings, 
And central’s friendly “Hello!” 

And though it’s a rip in a shirt sleeve, 
Or a big rent in overalls torn, 

If there are no wires in heaven, 

My husband just—does—not—belong. 


Questions from Illinois Operators 

(1) When does MX precedence ap- 
ply? 

(2) What are the primary require- 
ments for satisfactory ““B” board serv- 
ice 

(3) What should you do if a cus- 
tomer says he is going to sue the com- 
pany? 

(4) Should an inward operator hold 
a pencil, as well as a cord in her hand? 

(5) How long should local calls last? 

Answers to these traffic questions 
are presented on page 34. 


Vv 


Swedish Telephone System 
Unhampered by War 

Apparently unhampered by the war 
which raged in neighboring countries, 
the development of the Swedish tele- 
phone system continued in 1944, with 
an addition of 74,600 instruments, 
bringing the total up to an average 
of 177 per 1,000 inhabitants in the 
kingdom, according to the American 
Swedish News Exchange. In Stockholm 
the average number of telephones per 
1,000 was 483, compared with 462 the 
previous year. 

According to the latest available 
figures, the number of telephones per 
1,000 inhabitants in New York is 
about 275, while San Francisco comes 
next to Stockholm, with 441. The aver- 
age for the United States is about 200 
telephones per 1,000 persons. All other 
countries are far behind the United 
States and Sweden, it was reported. 
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1,000-LINE BOARD READY FOR 
MacARTHUR IN MANILA 


1,000-LINE, lamp associated mul- 

tiple switchboard already is in 
operation and rendering telephone serv- 
ice for the Army in city hall in Manila. 
The switchboard had been ordered and 
was ready to be installed when Gen- 
eral MacArthur’s forces reached the 
city. 

There still was intense street fighting 
going on in the city as the Americans 
routed out the Japs, when Maj. Ken- 
neth Dragoo, then in charge of mobile 
communications of general headquar- 
ters (GHQ), sent Lieut. Myron D. 
Jones of Los Angeles, Calif., into city 
hall with a surveying party to prepare 
the layout of the telephone communica- 
tions center of GHQ. The party had to 
kill a few Japs in order to reach the 
section of the building where they 
planned to install the switchboard. The 
suite selected was the then Jap police 
headquarters and some of the Jap force 
still were around. Despite the shooting 
all about him and the fact that next 
door some doughboys were blasting a 
hole into the basement to get some 
holed-in Japs, Lieutenant Jones made 
his survey and shortly thereafter in- 
stalled a_ six-position switchboard. 

Work on the installation of the 1,000- 
line switchboard was started immedi- 


ately. Bell telephone installation men 
and Signal Corps technicians were 
flown in from Townsville and Darwin, 
Australia, Port Moresby and Fins- 
chafen in New Guinea and other points. 
Lieutenant Jones, with 17 years’ ex- 
perience with the Southern California 
Telephone Co., supervised the work. 
The actual installation began on April 
17 with a deadline of approximately 40 
days for a job that normally would be 
regarded as one of several months’ dur- 
ation under much better working con- 
ditions. However, by working right 
around the clock, at midnight on May 
30, the switchboard was placed in op- 
eration. 

To operate the board, GHQ flew in 
WAC operators from Hollandia. The 
first three operators were Sgt. Char- 
lotte Thomas of Harrisburg, Pa., Sgt. 
Adele D. Bertz of San Francisco, Calif., 
and Pvt. Margaret Taylor of Win- 
chester, Va. All three girls formerly 
worked for Bell System companies be- 
fore joining the WACs. While the girls 
were familiarizing themselves with the 
equipment, a Jap sniper was killed near- 
by. They said they were too busy get- 
ting ready to operate the board to pay 
attention to trifles like that. When, on 
May 30, at midnight, they sat down to 
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Wiring the multiple for the 1,000-line Manila switchboard. (U. S. Signal Corps Photo.) 
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The Manila switchboard in operation. in the 
foreground, PFC. JO DOLAN of Aitken, Minn. 
The other WAC, whose profile is visible, is CORP. 
GLADYS RAMSEY, of Seattle, Wash. The super- 
visor, standing, is S$/SGT. CLIFTON PUGH of 
Paducah, Ky. (U. S. Signal Corps Photo.) 


start plugging in the board, pieces of 
debris and rubble still were falling 
around them; there hadn’t been time to 
repair most of the damage to the build- 
ing caused by the retreating Japs. 
Lieutenant Jones reports that the 
Japs did a fairly effective job of demol- 
ishing the city hall system in operation 
during the occupation. He found the 


- 





The wire chief's room in Manila. Standing behind 

the frame is LIEUT. MYRON D. JONES and seated 

at the desk is M/SGT. S. M. LLOYD, Flint, Mich. 
(U. S. Signal Corps Photo.) 


conduit system had been ruined and it 
was necessary to re-cable the entire 
building. 

Although the 1,000-line, lamp asso- 
ciated multiple switchboard is one of 
the largest boards in operation in the 
Far East, the Army already is work- 
ing on a larger one—a 2,500 dial tele- 
phone system board. 





Impatience dries the blood 
sooner than age or sorrow. 


—Chapin 
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Elect Maj. Gen. W. H. Harrison 
An AT&T Vice President 

The American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., New York City, on Septem- 
ber 19 announced the election of Maj. 
Gen. William H. Harrison as vice presi- 
dent in charge of operation and en- 
gineering. 

General Harrison held this position 
prior to 1940, when he went on leave 
of absence to head the production divi- 
sion of the War Production Board. In 
1942, he became a brigadier general in 


| 


the United States Army and soon was | 
promoted to the rank of major gen- | 


eral, becoming chief of the Procure- 
ment & Distribution Service of the 
Signal Corps. For his service, he was 
awarded the Distinguished Service 
Medal. His connection with the AT&T 
was severed at that time. 

Mark R. Sullivan, former first vice 
president of the Pacific Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., San Francisco, who suc- 
ceeded General Harrison as vice presi- 
dent in charge of operations and engi- 
neering at the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., leaves that position to 
become president of the four Chesa- 
peake & Potomac telephone companies 
which serve Maryland, Washington, 
D. C., Virginia and West Virginia. In 
this capacity, he succeeds Lloyd B. 
Wilson, who has been named chairman 
of the boards of directors of the four 
companies. 


Vv 


Wartime Tax Rates 
To Be Reduced 

The Revenue Act of 19438, which 
placed in effect wartime tax rates on 
telephone service, provided that such 
tax rates automatically will be reduced 
on the first day of the first month 
which begins six months or more after 
the date of termination of the war. 
This date is to be proclaimed by the 
President or Congress. 

The following reductions automati- 
cally will take place: 

Percentages 


From To 


Type of Service 


Local telephone service ... 15 10 
Long distance calls, 

under 25 cents ........ 15 10 
Long distance calls, 

25 cents and over...... 25 20 
Domestic telegraph, cable 

or radio dispatches..... 25 15 
Leased wires, etc. ....... 25 15 


Wire and equipment 
WEEE Siedekousadewas 


Michigan Association Meets 

The Michigan Independent Telephone 
Association will hold a one-day conven- 
tion at the Hotel Olds, Lansing, on 
October 16, its board of directors an- 
nounced recently. 
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For the Long Pull 


When you've used Amerstrand for your 


Amerstrand 


STEEL STRAND 





messages and guys, your plant is built 
“once and for all." Telephone men who 
regularly use this strand are agreed that it 
offers all the qualities demanded for sound 
engineering and lasting construction. 


Rigidly controlled production, from iron 
ore to finished product, assures exactly the 
correct combination of characteristics for 
each specific purpose. And Amerstrand is 
made in a wide range of grades and sizes, 
from which you can select the proper strand 
for any job. Thus, it permits rigid control 
of initial and replacement costs for any 
installation. 


For the present, Amerstrand is available 
only for absolutely essential construction. 
But when you do need steel strand, order 
from Automatic Electric—get Amerstrand 
quality and long life. 


DISTRIBUTED BY 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC 


SALES CORPORATION 


1033 WEST VAN BUREN STREET * CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 
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Defeat Merger of Wisconsin 
Independents by One Vote 

Efforts to consolidate the Wind Lake 
(Wis.) Telephone Co. and the Burling- 
ton, Rochester & Kansasville Telephone 
Co., Rochester, Wis., were defeated for 
the second time recently when, by the 
margin of one vote, stockholders of the 
Wind Lake company voted against pur- 
chasing the Rochester company. 

The move for the consolidation of 
the two companies was fostered by 
Waterford, Wis., businessmen, who now 
are obliged to have telephones of both 
companies serving their trade terri- 
tory. 

An attempt was made to have the 
Rochester company purchase the Wind 
Lake company, but the latter would 
not sell. Finally Capt. Robert Wallis, 
now with the armed forces in Europe, 
who is owner of the Rochester com- 
pany, agreed to sell his holdings to the 
Wind Lake company for $30,000, and 
the transaction was approved by the 
Public Service Commission of Wiscon- 
sin. 

At the first meeting of the Wind 
Lake company’s stockholders, the pur- 
chase was voted down because of a 
question of stock voting rights. This 
was adjusted satisfactorily and the 
second meeting was held with the above 
results. 

The Rochester company was organ- 
ized in 1901, and after the death of 
Owner George Wallis, his son, Captain 
Wallis, assumed control of the com- 
pany. 


Vv 


Continue Pillager, Minn., 
Increased Rate Hearing 

Hearing on the petition of the Pil- 
lager (Minn.) Telephone Exchange for 
increased rates, held July 30, was or- 
dered continued by the Minnesota Rail- 
road & Warehouse Commission for ap- 
proximately 30 days so that further 
evidence of improved service at that 
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exchange might be secured. (TELEPH- 
ONY, July 21, page 28.) 

A. N. Fancher, supervisor of tele- 
phones for the commission, after hear- 
ing testimony by Mrs. Margaret Ger- 
rels, manager of the exchange, J. C. 
Crowley, Jr., representing the Minne- 
sota Telephone Association, and repre- 
sentatives of rural lines who voiced 
objections to the increased rates, an- 
nounced that the case would be taken 
under advisement, and continued the 
hearing. 

Mrs. Gerrels stated she proposes to 
sell the exchange soon, and, in the 
meantime, improvements in the lines 
and switchboard are contemplated. 

Mr. Fancher said it was possible that 
any changes in rates approved could 
be made applicable when the service 
was improved, and that possibly the 
new purchaser could be heard at the 
new hearing. 

Mr. Fancher said the commission 
would inspect telephone lines and the 
local exchange before continuing the 
hearing. When a date has been set, the 
company is to be notified so notice can 
be given to all parties concerned. 
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Bell of Pennsylvania Takes 
Over Keystone Company 

The last business call over the Key- 
stone Co. of Pennsylvania wires was 
made in Philadelphia, September 17, 
when, at 7:00 a.m., the switch over to 
the Bell Telephone Co. of Pennsylvania 
system was effected. .(TELEPHONY, 
August 25, page 27.) 

However, the 14,000-odd subscribers 
were still able to use their telephones, 
it was reported, since a squad of en- 
gineers on the previous day had tapped 
Keystone connections into Bell hookups. 

The change-over, company officials 
said, had been proceeding ever since 
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Com- 
mission had approved the sale of Key- 
stone’s properties on August 25, 1944, 


to the Bell company for $13,431,454, 
The deal had been in the making since 
1931, they said. 

Keystone employes have been ab- 
sorbed by Bell at the same pay and 
will be treated, for pension and other 
employe benefit purposes, as though 
they had been Bell System employes 
during the period of their employment 
by Keystone, which started in 1902. 

The Keystone equipment will be used 
by Bell so far as possible, it was said. 
This includes about 44,000 telephones, 
many of which can be used to relieve 
current equipment shortages. 
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Service Refusal to Gamblers 
Heard in Massachusetts 

The right of the New England Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., Boston, to re- 
fuse service, at police request, to prem- 
ises which have been involved in prose- 
cutions charging illegal use of tele- 
phones for gaming or other criminal 
purposes, was debated before the 
Massachusetts Department of Public 
Utilities at a public hearing Septem- 
ber 20. 

The hearing was the result of two 
petitions to the commission to order 
resumption of service discontinued as a 
consequence of charges involving gam- 
ing, one by a petitioner found guilty 
and the other, by a petitioner who was 
acquitted. 


Vv 


Subscribers Protest Higher 
Rates for Inferior Service 

A group of subscribers of the Una- 
dilla (Neb.) Union Telephone Co. pro- 
tested to the Nebraska State Railway 
Commission at the recent hearing of 
that company’s application for rate in- 
creases of 25 cents a month, and asked 
that the higher schedule await the ef- 
fecting of needed service improve- 
ments. Their spokesman said the com- 
mission had granted an increase in 
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A Financing Service 
for 
Independent Telephone Companies 


We are in a position to purchase or arrange for the purchase of securities of a number 
of Independent telephone companies, or to make private loans to or arrange credit 
for such companies, when the funds are needed for postwar rehabilitation of plant 
or conversion of equipment or for additions or improvements. 


Terms will be in keeping with prevailing interest rates and costs, will depend to some 
extent upon the size of the loan, and will in all cases give due regard to the ability 
: of the borrowing company to meet its obligations without strain on its operations 
a or impairment of present ownership of the business. 
On the above basis we can arrange a substantial number of loans or other financing 
ab- 
and 
her 


= YORK INVESTMENT COMPANY 


ent 


deals of considerable size, and many small loans. Inquiries will be kept confidential. 


(A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of Theodore Gary And Company) 
Head Office: 1100 King Street, Wilmington 33, Delaware 
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Use of Vacuum Tubes in 
Telephone Work Is Increasing. 
ele- Learn About Them From 
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1938 on the understanding that service 
conditions would be improved and that, 
while some work had been done, the 
improvements as yet were incomplete. 

M. M. Sasseen, secretary-manager of 
the Unadilla company, said that as 
soon as materials are available, plans 
for improvements adopted by the board 
of directors will be made. He admitted, 
however, that all of the increased rev- 
enue -resulting from the new rates 
would be needed to cover salaries. The 
company, he said, is only breaking even 
at present rates, which are: Business, 
$1.50; residence, $1.00; rural, grounded, 
$1.00, and rural metallic, $1.25. 

The commission took the application 
under advisement. 
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May Drop Contempt Case 
Against Milwaukee Club 

Possibility that contempt of court pro- 
ceedings against members of the now 
defunct Ogden Club, Milwaukee, Wis., 
may be dismissed for want of jurisdic- 
tion was hinted September 18 before 
Circuit Judge John C. Kleczka. 

The hint was dropped by opposing 
counsel during a hearing on the peti- 
tion of Rosario Gagliano, a contractor, 
for an injunction barring the Wiscon- 
sin Telephone Co. from removing the 
two telephones in his office, formerly 
occupied by the club. 

Attorney Eugene J. Sullivan, counsel 
for Mr. Gagliano, argued the tele- 
phones are used “purely for business” 
and for no illegal purpose as hinted by 
the telephone company. 

It then was revealed that no mem- 
ber of the club had been served with 
an order to desist from using its 
quarters for gambling. None had been 
in court when Judge Kleczka issued the 
order several months ago. 
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Alleged Gambler Fails to Appear 
In Telephone Case 

The fight of Louis Simon, Milwaukee, 
Wis., alleged gambler, to retain the 
eight telephones of his Badger News 
Service may be taken to the U. S. 
Supreme Court, it was hinted by At- 
torney William B. Rubin September 18. 
(TELEPHONY, September 22, page 22.) 

Mr. Rubin alluded to the high court 
when he appeared before Circuit Judge 
John C. Kleczka September 18 on be- 
half of Mr. Simon who is seeking to 
bar the Wisconsin Telephone Co. from 
removing the telephones. It is the tele- 
phone company’s contention the instru- 
ments are being used illegally. 

Mr. Simon, who was ordered Sep- 
tember 14 by Judge Otto H. Breiden- 
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Order U-2 Effective 
Until October 31 


According to last minute infor- 
mation from Francis X. Welch, 
TELEPHONY’S Washington edi- 
tor, the War Production Board 
will continue until October 31 
telephone installation preferences 
as provided for in WPB Order 
U-2. The Telephone Industry 
Operating Advisory Committee, at 
its meeting on September 20, 
agreed to the need for such an 
extension of the U-2 order even 
though the WPB Office of War 
Utilities will be dissolved Septem- 
ber 30. 

Mr. Welch reports that WPB 
Chairman Krug expects to wind 
up the WPB on October 31, and 
no procedure continuing order 
U-2 beyond that date is in pros- 
pect. 











bach to appear September 18 with all 
of his business records, failed to show 
up. ' 

Mr. Rubin argued that his client need 
not obey the order because it had not 
been reduced to writing and served on 
him. Furthermore, claimed Mr. Rubin, 
Mr. Simon has no records. 


The attorney said he has scheduled 
an adverse examination of M. G. 
Koepcke, manager of the telephone 
company, before Court Commissioner 
William F. Quick, for September 24. 

Lawyer Rubin charges depriving Mr. 
Simon of his telephones is to deprive 
him of his property under the “due 
process” clause of the Constitution, 
thus making the controversy a federal 
question. 

The hearing was adjourned until 
September 20 during which time Mr. 
Simon was to be served with an order 
to appear. 


Vv 


Set Hearing Date for Telephone 
Priority System 

A public hearing at Madison, Wis., 
on October 3 to set up a “reasonable 
program of telephone priorities until 
all unfilled orders for telephones have 
been satisfied,” was ordered Septem- 
ber 18 by the Public Service Commis- 
sion of Wisconsin. 

The commission’s order, anticipating 
a revocation of the wartime telephone 
service priority system set up by the 
War Production Board, indicated con- 
fusion would arise without a further 
priority system. 

Following the hearing, 
regulations governing 


rules and 
installation of 


telephone service will be set up to 
function until all orders now pending 
have been filled. Representatives of all 
telephone companies in the state have 
been invited to attend the session. 


vv 


Summary of Commission 
Rulings and Hearings 
Federal Communications Commission 

August 31: Granted American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., Dixon, Calif., 
authority for three months to point- 
to-point radio-telephone station in fixed 
public service, using regularly licensed 
equipment, frequencies, power and 
emission to communicate with Philip- 
pine Long Distances Telephone Co., 
Manila, to control reception of pro- 
gram material, on condition no inter- 
ference with armed forces operational 
circuits is caused. 

September 10: Granted American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., New York 
City, permission for six months to 
amend tariff, effective on one day’s 
notice, to establish regulation on ac- 
ceptance of collect calls between U. S. 
and Switzerland. 

September 10: Granted Southern 
California Telephone Co. authority to 
construct and operate over cable con- 
ductors, four type K carrier systems 
between Los Angeles and San Diego. 
Estimated cost, $148,000. 

September 14: Granted American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., New York 
City, permission to amend tariffs, effec- 
tive on one day’s notice, for removing 
restrictions on overseas message toll 
telephones between U. S. and Nether- 
lands, and permission to reduce rates 
and channels for program transmission 
on same. 


California Railroad Commission 

September 14: Answer filed by Ker- 
man (Calif.) Telephone Co. and an- 
swer and tender of satisfaction filed 
by Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
on complaint of William Michel, seek- 
ing boundary revision. 


Illinois Commerce Commission 

September 24: Hearing on petition 
of Rockford for order on Illinois Bell 
Telephone Co. to show cause why 
there should not be reduction in intra- 
state rates. 

September 25: Hearing on com- 
plaint of Cherry Valley, Winnebago 
County, on free line service of Illinois 
Bell Telephone Co. and Midwest States 
Telephone Co. between Cherry Valley 
and Rockford, and on request for ad- 
ditional free lines. 


Louisiana Public Service Commission 

October 5: Hearing on service im- 
provements at Leeville Telephone Co., 
Golden Meadow, and on failure of 
company to comply with commission’s 
order of March 24. 


Minnesota Railroad & 
Warehouse Commission 

October 2: Hearing on service com- 
plaints against Hills (Minn.) Tele- 
phone Exchange. 

October 9: Hearing on commission’s 
investigation of complaint by Mrs. 
Clarence Goertz concerning territory 
invasion of Bremen Party Line Tele- 
phone Co., Millville, by Hammond 
(Minn.) Telephone Co. 
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. to October 16: Hearing on application 


ling of Audubon (Minn.) Telephone Co. | 
> all for authority to increase rates. 
lave New York Public Service Commission 


September 25: Hearing on petition 
of Fishers Island Estates, Inc., to ac- 
quire and hold certain capital stock of 
Fishers Island (N. Y.) Telephone Corp. 


Okiahoma Corporation Commission 


October 31: Hearing on application | 
of Oakwood (Okla.) Telephone Ex- 





be, change for increased rates. 
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ised Ask Rate Investigations in 

ite Underdeveloped Areas 

Co., On September 14, Senator Josiah W. 
pro- Bailey (D., N. C.) introduced S. 1385 
iter- 


and Congressman Brooks Hays (D., | 


Ark.) introduced H.R. 4068 calling for “Eveready” The COOK §-20 


can an appropriation of $5,000,000 to make 


ork studies toward development of areas “Columbia” POLE CABLE TERMINAL 


to now not industrialized. 


onal 








2 on of the it would ave “Gray Label’ 
’ ) yi 
bn One section of the bill would direct ray abe and PROTECTOR 
Ls the secretary of agriculture and the 

secretary of labor jointly, in such | e oe MOUNTING for 
ern areas, to study “and recommend to  X. y 
he. Congress further action with respect L—I e CONVENIENCE 
oot, ay Seattane geentel te, eaten, . 
ego. ices or ilitie yided by, railway, 

water, road and other transportation | * ECONOMY 
ican facilities, and electrical, oommunica- ‘ 
‘ork tion and other utilities; limitations 
— upon and handicaps to local industriali- 
toll zation created by such rates, charges 
her- or services, and steps to correct exces- 
ates sive charges or to improve inadequate 
sion services.” 

VV 

cer- Consider Sale of Blacktown, 
sled Pa., Independent - a 
Co. The sale of the Blacktown (Pa.) by tohailiens cagibente 
pek- Telephone Co. to the Peoples Telephone | 


Corp., Butler, Pa., is reported under H 
consideration. The Butler company re- Long Life 
Telephone 


tion cently purchased the Plain Grove (Pa.) 
Bell Telephone Co., where it has announced 
why plans to install a dial system as soon DRY CELLS 
nial as materials are available. 





¢ Higher sustained voltage. The S-20 is expertly engineered 








om- The Blacktown company services ap- | apap : 
ago proximately 200 subscribers. © Longer life. and rigidly constructed to give 
nois | © Rock-bottom economy. maximum satisfaction. 

aap wees These qualities, more impor Protector units are installed only 
= North Carolina Group Meets tant now than ever before, are es needed. 

The North Carolina Independent | assured through the constant The pole bracket reduces installa- 

Telephone Association will hold its an- supervision of America's largest tion labor. 

im- nual convention November 12 and 13 | dry battery laboratory. . { light- 
Co., at the Pine Needles Hotel, Southern | a we ¥ Drop connections, uses, and light 
of * ; ; Made by the makers of "Ever- ning dischargers are at the front 
on’s Pines, N. C., according to E. W. Olsch- | dy" “Air Cell" O eel end ore easily accessible. 

ner, secretary-treasurer. T., y tt "eB ter; poracers 
ransmitter Batteries. 
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Lifts Paper Limitations 


” War Production Board Order L-241, STROMBERG-CARLSON COMPANY Say 


yn’s “Commercial Printing and Duplicat- 
Ars. ing,” recently was revoked, thereby Factory and General Offices: Rochester 3, New York, U.S.A. 
td lifting the limitations on the amount Branch Offices: Chicago, Kansas City, San Francisco, Toronto 





of paper that can be used in the print- 
ing of telephone directories. 
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| Michigan Association Names 
| Officers and Directors 

The following officers and directors 
were elected to serve the Michigan 
| Independent Telephone Association for 
| the ensuing year by its board of di- 
| rectors at the July meeting: President 
| E. R. Vaughan, South Haven; Jane 
McNally, Lansing, secretary-treasurer, 
and L. W. Reynolds, Ontonagon, vice 
president. 


The directors are: Mr. Vaughan; 
H. R. Christianson, Muskegon; R. C. 
Smith, Homer; B. R. Sage, Central 


| Lake; Ernest Sprague, Lake City; B.C. 


Schweitzer, Owosso; Charles W. Chee- 
ney, Chesaning; W. F. Bradstreet, 
Rollin; N. H. Wing, Grass Lake, and 
Mr. Reynolds. 


Vv 


Carolina T&T to Extend 
Rural Telephone Service 

The Carolina Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has announced plans for the exten- 
sion of rural telephone service at Hen- 
derson, N. C., and work on some of the 
projects already is under way, accord- 
ing to E. H. Dixon, 
change manager. 


Henderson ex- 

Surveys have been completed, Mr. 
Dixon said, and work is expected to 
begin in the near future on a rural line 
that will extend from Henderson to 
Townsville, by way of Williamsboro, 
reaching an area hitherto unserved. 
Several circuits also are being 
strung southeast of Henderson. Other 
lines have been completed, and surveys 
have been made of proposed extensions 
into Granville County, he said. 


new 


Vv 


Southwestern Bell Plans 
Construction in Oklahoma 

A 22% million dollar construction 
program for Oklahoma, alone, as soon 
as business conditions permit, is being 
mapped by the Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co., Warren S. Miller, general 
manager at Oklahoma City, announced 
September 13. 

It was estimated that the program 
may extend over a period of 10 years, 
depending upon the manpower and ma- 
terials situation. 


Vv 


Name Veteran to Manage 
Indiana Exchange 

Jack Clark, former employe of the 
United Telephone Co., Inc., Warsaw, 
Ind., and a veteran of World War II, 
has been appointed manager of the 
Pierceton exchange of the company, 
succeeding Mr. and Mrs. Ed Carr who 
resigned. Mr. Clark will take care of 
the line duties while his wife, assisted 


by Dorothy Hammond and Mrs. Carl 
Bolton, will handle the switchboard 

Mr. Clark recently returned to the 
United company after many months’ 
service with a Signal Corps battalion 
in the Pacific War Theater. 


Vv 


De Graff, Ohio, Subscribers 
To Get $1,000 Rebate 

Subscribers to the DeGraff, Ohio, ex- 
change of the United Telephone Co. are 
to receive a rebate totaling $1,000, to 
compensate for complaints of poor serv- 


ice during the past several months, 
George B. Quatman, company presi- 
dent, recently announced. 

The DeGraff campaign for better 


service, instituted by the Community 
Service Club, started after a rate in- 
crease, averaging 38 per cent, was put 
into effect. At that time, toll free calls 
were instituted between Bellefontaine, 
Ohio, the company’s headquarters, and 
DeGraff, and, it was claimed, the re- 
sulting number of calls overloaded the 
telephone equipment and impaired serv- 
ice. 

Effective September 1, toll free calls 
between Bellefontaine and Quincy, Ohio, 
were offered company subscribers. 


Vv 


North Carolina Independent 
To Make $60,000 Improvements 

Harry W. Dewey, general manager 
of the Norfolk & North Carolina Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., Elizabeth City, 
N. C., has announced plans for service 
improvements in northeastern North 
Carolina at an estimated cost of $60,- 
000. 

Telephone facilities will be improved 
at Elizabeth City, Edenton, Hertford 
and Manteo, and will include aerial 
and underground cables, underground 
conduits, additional office 
equipment and long distance lines, as 
well as expanded service to rural sub- 
scribers. Eight hundred creosoted tele- 
phone poles will be required for the 
program. The additional office switch- 
board equipment will provide 750 lines, 


switchboard 


capable of serving 1,500 additional tele- 
phone subscribers. 

The company just has completed in- 
stallation of a new circuit giving Man- 
teo direct with Norfolk, 
Va. New lines have been provided at 
Weeksville, N. C., and are planned for 
the Camden, N. C., area. 


Vv 


connections 


Switches to Dial System 

The Elysian exchange of the Min- 
nesota Community Telephone Co. re- 
cently made a cutover to the dial sys- 
tem. GEORGE WOLD represented the 
Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse Com- 
mission at the ceremony. 
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Alabama Association Changes 
Convention Date 

The Alabama Independent Telephone 
Association, which originally had sched- 
uled its 1945 annual convention for 
November 12 and 13, recently an- 
nounced that the convention date has 
been changed to November 19 and 20, 
one week later than originally planned, 
according to the association’s secretary, 
Earl McDonald of Fayette. 


> 


No further convention details were 
issued at the time of this announce- 
ment. 


Vv 


Northwestern Bell Announces 
$100,000,000 Spending Program 

A program to spend $100,000,000 dur- 
ing the next five years for war deferred 
replacements, service improvements and 
extensions in Nebraska, Iowa, Minne- 
sota, and North and South Dakota, re- 
cently was announced by the North- 
western Bell Telephone Co. Of this 
amount, $8,000,000 has been earmarked 
for rural construction, it was stated. 

Officials said that the first aim of the 
company would be to provide telephone 
facilities for the 55,000 applicants who 
could not be served during the war 
period. 

They further disclosed that in order 
to make such great expenditures, large 
sums of capital would have to be ob- 
tained from the investors, and, there- 
fore, it was vital that the company’s 
credit position be sustained through 
adequate earnings. 


Vv 


Change Name of Janesville, 
lowa, Independent 

Following a vote of stockholders and 
completion of the necessary legal pub- 
lication, the Bremer & Black Hawk 
Mutual Telephone Association, Janes- 
ville, lowa, formally changed its name 
to the Janesville Telephone Co. 

The company is capitalized at $10,- 
000. F. R. Decker is president of the 
association, and C. H. Howe, its secre- 
tary and treasurer. 


Vv 


Independent's New Owners 
Rebuild Lines 

Tom Preddy and his son, Gerald, new 
owners and operators of the Exeter 
(Mo.) Telephone Co., are rebuilding 
and improving the telephone lines there, 
as well as in the rural districts served 
by them. 

Official transfer of the Exeter com- 
pany to its new owners by Mr. and Mrs. 
3ert Talbert awaits approval of the 
Missouri Public Service Commission. 
(TELEPHONY, September 15, page 26.) 
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STROMBERG-CARLSON 


Recommends... 






CROSS-ARMS 


MADE BY: 
American Cross-Arm, Inc. 


The best quality 
cross-arms you can buy. 


AVAILABLE IN: 


¢ Douglas Fir 
e Creosoted Yellow Pine 
e Gulf-Red Cypress 


For sturdy, well-seasoned 
cross-arms, specify 


“DEPENDABLE” 


available for prompt shipment. 








“MASTER 


RINGING CONVERTER 


No Moving Parts .. . 
Nothing to Adjust 


Sub-Cycle brings to the telephone 
field an exclusive development in 
an alternating current Power Ring- 
ing Converter which fully meets 
the requirements of operating 
companies. 

It produces a powerful ringing 
current entirely independent of 
frequency variations in the com- 
mercial power supply. 

Economical and quiet in opera- 
tion, it does not interfere with 
radio and requires no routine 
maintenance. 

Available in 6 models suitable for 
loads required by small P.B.X.'s or 
large central offices. 





Output capacities 71/2 to 45 watts. 


Ges STROMBERG-CARLSON COMPANY 


Factory and General Offices: Rochester 3, New York, U.S.A. 
Branch Offices: Chicago, Kansas City, San Francisco, Toronto 
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Seven Independent Employes 
Receive Service Pins 

In acknowledgment of their many 
years of company service, seven em- 
ployes of the Milledgeville (Ill.) Mu- 
tual Telephone Co. were awarded gold 
service pins on which their number of 
years of service were engraved. The 
presentation was made by Mrs. L. H. 
Boyd, wife of the company manager. 

Recipients of the pins and their years 
of service are as follows: Mrs. Clara 
Hileman, 26; Mrs. Mary Hawkins, 21; 
Ruth Stein, 17; L. B. Boyd, 10; Harold 
Hawkins, nine; Mrs. Erma Weber, 
eight, and Mrs. Hattie Doden, five. 


Vv 


Indiana Independent Installs 
Dial System at Lucerne 

Officials of the Indiana Associated 
Telephone Corp., Lafayette, September 
7 released plans for installing modern 
dial equipment at the Lucerne ex- 
change. The complete installation, in- 
cluding extra trunk lines to Logans- 
port to assure promptness in the plac- 
ing of toll calls, is expected to be com- 
pleted within a year. 

The dial equipment, featuring selec- 
tive ringing for party and rural lines, 
will be housed in a new building, to 
be erected near the site of the present 
one. The exchange will be unattended. 





reached easily when needed. 





Answers to Traffic Questions on Page 25 


(1) When you encounter NC or a posted delay at any intermediate 
office beyond the first on any authorized route, you should request multi- 
switch precedence, except under the following conditions: (1) If the de- 
lay encountered is 3-4 hours or more and there was no previous posted 
delay on the call, or (2) if the delay encountered is more than two hours 
greater than any previous posted delay on the call. 

(2) The primary requirements for satisfactory “B” board service 
are: (1) Prompt answer; (2) accuracy; (3) speed in establishing con- 
nections, and (4) prompt disconnection. 

(3) If a customer, claiming serious inconvenience or financial loss as 
a result of an error on the part of the company, states that he will sue 
the company to obtain compensation or makes a similar statement, all 
of the details of the condition responsible for the statement should be 
referred to your manager immediately. 


(4) No, but a pencil should be placed in a position where it can be 


(5) Telephone companies, generally speaking, limit conversations on 
party lines to five minutes. At the present time, customers are urged 
to make all telephone conversations as brief as possible. 








C. M. Rice, district manager of the 
company, stated that in view of in- 
creasing wages and material costs over 
the past few years, and the investment 
involved, it would be necessary to ask 
authority of the Indiana Public Serv- 
ice Commission to make some slight 
increases in the rates for service. The 





SHOWN HERE: 






VERTICAL BRACES 
For use between cross 
armswhentwoor more 
arms are used. Can 
be used separately or 
with diagonal braces. 


BACK BRACES 
The ends are formed 
to assure good, firm 
bearing surface 
against the pole and 
cross arm. Sizes for 
6-pin and 10-pin arms. 

FLAT BRACES 
Made from new open- 
hearth steel. Two 
sizes—7/32"'x1-7/32" 
— "x1" —lengths 
20 to 32 inches. 














1ROm AMD STEEL 


CORPORATION 


South Tenth and Muriel Streets 
Pittsburgh 3, Penna. 


LINE OF BRACES 


DIAGONAL BRACES 
Oliver Diagonal Braces are used to 
give rigid construction where it is 
necessary to support cross arms on 
one side only. 


Makers of Pole Line Materials since 1894 
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new rates would permit an unlimited 
number of calls of five-minute duration 
from Lucerne to Logansport. 

Telephone company representatives, 
he said, would call upon present sub- 
scribers to review the proposed rate 
schedule and to secure their endorse- 
ments. 


Vv 


Carolina T&T Exchange Wins 
War Bond Flag 

The Henderson, N. C., exchange of 
the Carolina Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. recently was awarded the govern- 
ment’s “Minute Man” flag in recogni- 
tion of its record of 90 per cent or more 
employes regularly buying war bonds 
through the payroll plan. 

Two other exchanges, at Rocky 
Mount and Dunn, N. C., also were 
qualified to fly the flag, Manager E. H. 
Dixon of the Henderson exchange re- 
ported. 


Vv 


Announces 1945 Convention 

The annual convention of the Mis- 
souri Telephone Association will be 
held November 12 and 13, 1945, at the 
Hotel Muehlebach in Kansas City, ac- 
cording to an announcement by R. W. 
Hedrick, association secretary. 


Vv 


Nebraska Operator Retires 

ETHEL PRESCOTT, chief operator at 
the Fairmont exchange of the Lincoln 
(Neb.) Telephone & Telegraph Co., re- 
cently retired from service. She began 
as a relief operator at the exchange in 
1913, and was named chief operator in 
1918. 
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A CREDO 


I believe in the job I’m doing, 
in the firm I’m working for, and 
in my ability to get results. I 
believe that honest goods can be | 
passed out by honest men by hon- | 
est methods. I believe in working, | 
not weeping, in boosting, not 


my job. 


he goes after, that one deed done 
today is worth two deeds tomor- 
row, and that no man is down and 
out until he has lost faith in him- 
self. I believe in today and the 
work I am doing, in tomorrow 
and the work I hope to do, and 
in the sure reward which the fu- 
ture holds. I believe in courtesy, 
in kindness, in generosity, in good 
cheer, in friendship and honest 
competition. I believe there is a 
more important job ahead for 
every man ready to do it. I be- 
lieve in preparing for that job— 
right now. 

—Endurance Topics 














Michigan Bell Launches 


$120,000,000 Program li ! 


The launching of the Michigan Bell | 
Telephone Co., Detroit, $120,000,000 
postwar construction and improvement 
program was announced September 1 
by George M. Welch, company presi- 


The program will include the erec- 
tion of 49 new buildings and 13 major 
additions to present buildings, the ex- 
penditure of $50,000,000 for the pur- 
chase and installation of new central 


knocking, and in the pleasure of Power-Plant ; 
I believe that a man gets what | Switchboar + 


| 
dent. | 
| 
| 
| 


office equipment, placing of long dis- | 


tance cable containing 50,000 miles of 
wire, and cables for local calls contain- 
ing 2% million miles of wire. 


A number of technological advances | 


will be projected in the Michigan Bell 


program, it was stated. Long distance 
operators will be able to dial numbers 


in distant cities directly. Rural service 
may be provided in some _ sections 


through the use of power lines. Micro-°) 
wave radio-telephone systems may be | 
employed to provide service in isolated 


areas. 
Vv 


Named to Directors’ Boards 

R. A. PHILLIPS, vice president and 
general manager, and JUDSON LARGE, 
secretary-treasurer of the Central Elec- 
tric & Gas Co., Sioux Falls, S. D., at 
recent meetings of the boards of di- 
rectors of the company and its sub- 
sidiary, Central Telephone Co., were 
elected to membership on both boards, 
thereby increasing both board member- 
ships from five to seven. 
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IN OVER 80 PRINCIPAL CITIES 





















Yes, Graybar is headquarters for all 
types of lighting fixtures and lamps as 
well as telephone supplies. Here’s how 
you benefit when you make Graybar 
your “light source”: (1) you get lotal 
delivery of your choice of the leading 
makes of incandescent or fluorescent 
luminaires — Curtis, Day-Brite, Holo- 
phane, Leader, Mitchell, Silvray, Smith- 
craft, Wakefield — and matching G-E 
Mazda lamps; (2) you get expert aid in 
determining the most efficient, attrac- 
tive, and economical way to relight in- 
dividual rooms or your entire building. 


There’s a Graybar Lighting Specialist 
nearby who'll gladly help to supply your 
present lighting needs or to plan your 
relighting program. Graybar Electric 
Company, Graybar Building, New 
York 17, N.Y. 4575 











Remove Hazardous Conditions in bins or neatly stacked to one side in Returning to the states following his OBI 
To Promote Safety ae a. oe Get rid of debris, recovery, he was assigned as training 1). 
Bulletin No. 95, issued September 17 ne we gy old aaa aie akin aad Winer officer to & camp on the West Coast He reco! 
by the Wisconsin State Telephone As- trash; sweep out. Clean the dirt off rejoined his outfit later to take part in Sub 
sociation, Madison, devoted a goodly shovels, diggers and all line tools and _ the invasions of Saipan and Tiniar Sept 
portion of space to some tips on safety. oo Pred oa lene a i When he was discharged August 14, Ohic 
It was stated that with fall and win- garage floor and throw some clean sand he Wore the Air Defense ribbon wits M 
ter almost upon us, it is especially im- on the spot. It’s easier to keep things one Star, Presidential Citation with yeal 
portant that all necessary precautions in order once you've cleaned up. two stars, Legion of Merit, South Pa- was 
be taken against accidents and fires by Pick up objects around the plant cific ribbon with three battle stars and nee? 
reducing and removing, as far as prac- that others may fall — Discard and the Purple Heart. H 
: ap z replace worn or frayed electric wiring 
tical, all hazardous conditions. The oy cords used with appliances. Repair vv a s 
association’s safety tips for doing this leaky gas connections. Remedy condi- and 
— ‘tale cases, cellar steps, ete. are prop. Polytechnic Institute Has 
Go over your truck and auto. In- Ty repaired and well lighted. Vets’ Counseling Service 
spect the brakes, tires, springs, axles, It’s better to carry on with safety, To assist returning veterans, the A 
steering apparatus, lights, horn, bat- than to be carried off by accident. Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn, ploy 
tery, and make replacements now. Take VV N. Y., last spring set up a counseling Pen 
pg naggaPw — pote Be peice : service for men already discharged 5, ¢ 
carefully; it’s wiser to stop than try to Pacific Veteran Resumes and for men still in service who wish bee! 
outguess school children or pedestrians Bell Managership to know what requirements they must eral 
to pga aati or beat a freight train Marine Lieut. Col. George B. Wil- meet to earn a degree. S 
Clean out. your building heating veteran of three major Pacific A series of eight degree guidance and 
equipment — the furnace, stove pipes, battles, has resumed his position as circulars has been prepared, each of 
chimneys, flues, etc. Repair any leaks manager in the Germantown office of which is devoted to a full outline of the 
in the hot water or steam pipes and the Bell Telephone Co. of Pennsyl- four-year requirements leading to the 
fittings, check the safety valve on the : : , . ‘ : k 
boiler, see that all drafts and shut-offs ania, after nearly five years in the bachelor’s degree in the following sub- pat 
work properly. Test the stoker, drain armed service. jects: Aeronautical engineering, chem- Co 
pnd — out of the fuel oil ong and Mr. Wilson led one of the first de- istry, chemical engineering, civil ae 
Dm Neth g d re eis ee oh tachments of marines to land on Gua- engineering, electrical ees aul 
dows. See that you have a fire insur- dalcanal. After serving there for seven chanical engineering, metallurgical en- ber 
ance policy, just in case. months, he contracted malaria and #ineering and physical science. Ho 
Ra a — storeroom In spent several months in a hospital in Special review or refresher courses inp 
ri oad ook see po tn sg Pm Australia. are being planned for former students : 
il, me Bn _ —— of the institute who have served in the : 
armed forces and now are returning to We 
co FFING’S finish their college work. Provisions om 
will be made so veterans can begin a9 
59 their studies at any time. Periodic + 
progress interviews will be held to help ; 
ih ey-Man enrolled veteran students maintain 
ul standards of achievement essential to a 
D the successful completion of their gov- ng 
SAYS: ernment sponsored education. Sub-col- 
* legiate courses in physics, mathematics Se 
" may bee funny looking guy, but and English have been made avail- "a 
I'm proud of wer : able for veterans lacking special en- ve 
P ay, physique. My head Is trance requirements. 
spurred for efficiency. My body is elec- During the past academic year, the ce 
trified with strength and energy. My institute had an enrollment of 136 vet- 
arms and legs are powerful and untiring erans and a still larger enrollment is W 
and can do all your lifting and pulling expected this year. In the fall of 1943, E 
jobs with an ease that is astounding. veterans there organized the first chap- ah 
Right now I'm working for Uncle Sam, ter of Gamma Iota Alpha, the GI asso- = 
but I'll soon be free to work for you. Ask ciation now expanding as a collegiate “i 
my boss about the thousand-and-one veterans’ association in chapters in 
jobs | eon de ter you enil chat ¢ help comapee in different parts of the coun- . 
I'll be in the post-war period." = i 
Vv Vv Sl 
Our new folder describes Coffing Prod- : , . 
ucts that will be available for your ae pg, 30g Ys 
. Members o e enton N.C. 
pane needs. Chamber of Commerce met with offi- 
WRITE FOR FOLDER NO. 4 cials of the Norfolk & Carolina Tele- C 
phone & Telegraph Co. recently to dis- 
COFFIN T COMP cuss improving telephone service there. 
G HOIS ANY The telephone company was _ repre- : 
RATCHET LEVER HOISTS - SPUR GEAR HOISTS - ELECTRIC HOISTS sented by PRESIDENT L. S. BLADES, JR.; . 
LOAD BINDERS - DIFFERENTIAL HOISTS - TROLLEYS Camas isan, seneaiiee sino: sae . 
dent, and J. EVANS BLADES, secretary- 
DANVILLE, ILLINOIS treasurer. P 
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OBITUARIES 

ID. S. Gray MILLIGAN, 73, retired 
record supervisor at the Cincinnati & 
Suburban Bell Telephone Co., died 
September 11, in Mount Washington, 
Ohio, after an illness of three weeks. 

Mr. Milligan retired in 1937 after 30 
years with the telephone company. He 
was a member of the Telephone Pio- 
neers of America. 

He leaves his widow, two daughters, 
a son, three grandchildren, a _ sister 
and a brother. 


A. E. LocKwoop, for 30 years an em- 
ploye of the Bell Telephone Co. of 
Pennsylvania, died suddenly September 


5, at Wellsville, N. Y., where he had | 


been residing since his retirement sev- 
eral years ago. 

Surviving are his widow, one son 
and two daughters. 


% * 4% 


FRANKLIN T. WOODWARD, 63, general 
patent attorney for Western Electric 
Co., Ine., New York City, from 1937 
until his recent appointment as con- 
sulting patent attorney, died Septem- 
ber 17 following a heart attack at the 
Holly Hotel there. He had been in fail- 
ing health for some time. 

Born in Washington, D. C., Mr. 
Woodward was graduated from Dick- 
, in 1901, 
and in 1902 joined the Chesapeake & 
Potomac Telephone Co., Washington, 
D. C., where he served as a trouble 
shooter. Later appointed assistant ex- 
aminer in the U. S. Patent Office, he 
received his bachelor of laws and mas- 
ter of patent laws degrees at the 
George Washington University Law 
School, which he attended while work- 
ing in the patent office. In 1917, he 
received an honorary master of arts 
degree from Dickinson College. 


inson College, Carlisle, Pa. 


From 1912 to 1924, he served as 
Western Electric’s patent attorney in 
Europe, and, in 1925, was made assist- 
ant general patent attorney, becoming 
general patent attorney in 1937. Since 
June of this year, he had been consult- 
ing patent attorney for the company. 

Surviving are his widow; two sons, 
Paul, who has not been heard from 
since his capture by the Japanese in 
the Philippines, and William Redin, 
and two daughters. 


Vv 


Canadian Association to Meet 

At a meeting July 10 of the board of 
governors of the Canadian Independent 
Telephone Association, it was decided 
unanimously to hold the 40th annual 
meeting, as planned, on October 25 
and 26. 
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Two of the eight Di- 
verter-Pole Moter- 
Generators installed 
in the Johnstown Ex- 
change of the Pennsyl- 
vania Telephone Cor- 
poration. 


DIVERTER-POLE MOTOR-GENERATORS 
Sexe THE PENNSYLVANIA TELEPHONE CORPORATION 


e Since 1936, Pennsylvania Telephone Corporation has purchased 
fifteen Diverter-Pole Motor-Generators for supplying direct-current 
power in five exchanges .. . d-c power for not only “floating” the stand- 
by batteries, but also satisfying a// direct-current requirements. Eight 
of the machines have been installed in the extremely modern, flood- 
proof Johnstown Exchange. The illustration above shows two of them. 
Note their clean-cut reliable appearance which matches the tone of 
the whole Exchange. 

Here, as in thousands of installations throughout the country, Diverter- 
Poles are proving that they: 

MAINTAIN the Exchange Voltage well within specified high-low 

limits at all times. 


PROVIDE constantly a regulated floating charge that maintains bat- 
teries in the healthiest condition. 


ELIMINATE manual attention by full-automatic operation. 
MINIMIZE transmission of any noises to telephone circuits. 


SHIFT all loads, beyond the safe capacity of the generator, onto the 
standby batteries, The inherent, exclusive protection of the 
Diverter-Pole design prevents any possible damage from dan- 
gerous overloads. 


For the most reliable, maintenance-free and efficient source of direct 
current, specify Diverter-Pole Motor-Generators. x6 


EP 
ELECTRIC PRODUCTS COMPANY 


WRITE FOR BULLETIN 96-A 





1731 CLARKSTONE ROAD CLEVELAND 12, OHIO 














Aut the strength and durability 


inherent in steel are combined--- 
with definite economies---in Crapo 


Galvanized Steel Strand. Heavy, duc- | 


tile, tightly-bonded zinc coatings, ap- 
plied by the famous Crapo Galvaniz- 
ing Process, 
provide lasting 
protection against 
corrosion. 











Ask the distributor 
of Crapo Galvanized 
Products near you or 
write direct for fur- 
ther information! 


INDIANA 


STEEL & WIRE CO. 


MUNCIE, INDIANA 


SINCE 1889 


Nice 
“‘CLay CONDUIT 


The proved and standard 
Protection for Underground 
Telephone Cables. 

Cheapest in the long run. 
Highest quality and a full 
line of shapes. 


National Fireproofing Corp. 


202 E. Ohio Street, N. S. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 








| Mark T. Caster to Teach at 
| Georgetown University 

Upon the expiration of his services 
| with the Communications Division of 
WPB’s Office of War Utilities, now be- 
ing dissolved, Mark T. Caster, well 
known veteran engineering expert of 
the Independent telephone industry, is 





M. T. CASTER 


remaining in the nation’s capital to be 
a counselor and lecturer for the Inter- 
national Training Association. Mr. 
Caster, who resigned from the WPB 
on September 14, after more than two 
years of service with that war agency, 
will counsel the civil orientation train- 
ing program being conducted at George- 
town University by the International 
Training Association. 

His work will involve “‘on the job” 
training in telephone engineering and 
practice for a group of Chinese stu- 
dents who will be stationed at the 
Georgetown institution for one year, 
under sponsorship of the ITA. Prior to 
his retirement as general plant super- 
intendent in 1938, Mr. Caster was for 


many years associated with the Lin- 


coln (Neb.) Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. 
Vv 
Manages Independent 
HAROLD MAXon of Hastings, Neb., 


recently became plant manager of the 
Farmers Independent Telephone Co., 
Red Cloud. He formerly was manager 
of the Hooper (Neb.) Telephone Co. 
and was associated with the North- 
western Bell Telephone Co. at Kearney. 


Vv 


Completes 20 Years’ Service 

Mrs. JOSEPHINE WALKER, switch- 
board operator at the Fulton, Mo., ex- 
change of the Central Missouri Tele- 
phone Co., recently completed 20 years 
of service. 





COMING CONVENTIONS 


Michigan Independent Tele- 
Hotel Olds. 


phone Association, 


Lansing, October 16. 


Virginia Independent Tele- 
sag 
phone Association, Hotel Roan- 


oke, Roanoke, October 25 and 26. 


Missouri Telephone Associa- 
tion, Hotel Muehlebach, 
City, November 12 and 13. 


Kansas 


North Carolina Independent 
Telephone Association, 
Needles Hotel, Southern 


November 12 and 13. 


Pine 
Pines. 


Alabama Independent Tele- 
November 19 


No hotel named as yet. 


phone Association, 


and 20. 











Returns to Wisconsin 

REUBEN W. PETERSON, former chair- 
man of the 
of Wisconsin, 


Public Service Commission 
has returned to that 
state, following his resignation as gen- 
eral of Public Utilities Re- 
ports, Inc., Washington, D. C. He con- 
templates resuming his law practice at 
Madison. 


manager 





CHEMICAL 
Dehydrators 


Automatically controlled, using flake 
calcium chloride, for preventing damp- 
ness and condensation in automatic 
telephone exchanges. 


Manufactured and sold by 


THE 
H. J. KAUFMAN CO. 


13215 ROSELAWN AVENUE 
DETROIT 4, MICHIGAN 
TELEPHONY 
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Assign Colonel Gonseth 
To MacArthur's Headquarters 
Lieut. Col. J. E. Gonseth, Jr., U. S. 
- Army Signal Corps, formerly assistant 
s. to the vice president and sales manager 
of Automatic Electric Sales Corp., Chi- 
“I cago, recently was assigned to Gen. 
a Douglas MacArthur’s headquarters in 
6 the Pacific as assistant executive officer 
to Maj. Gen. S. B. Akin, Chief Signal 
a- Officer. 
as 
— Soy 
mt 
l€ 
‘ . 
THIS ONE WILL STICK! 
e- Made by the makers of : 
“ Jenkins Diamond Seal Remember to get Jenkins Gold Seal Tape 
t 7 
a Reese boch of which and you can forget tape that ravels, smears, 
pow ps _ and dries out. Quality controlled from base 
cloth to high-adhesion compound. 
Wrapped in cellophane and boxed so that 
hair you get out of it everything we've put into 
ssion it! ... Jenkins Bros., Rubber Division, 
that 80 White St., New York 13, N. Y. 
gen- 
Re- 
con- 
ce at 
a 
LIEUT. COL. J. E. GONSETH, JR. FRICTION RUBBER 
Colonel Gonseth is an electrical engi- ; 
neering graduate of the University of 
Illinois, class of ’34. After graduation, Q E x A ' ‘ d. T W 4 EK 
he entered the employ of Automatic LI L cl i 
Electric Co., where he since has occu- 
pied positions of steadily increasing im- 
portance in the engineering, installa- Once your employees 
tion, production and sales organiza- ; 7 
tions. Commissioned a reserve officer have used Armature 
at the time of leaving school, he was B 1Li _ 
called to active service in August, 1940, a eee ey 
and recently has been chief of the they will accept no sub- 
Logistics Planning Branch, Planning & : . 
Operations Division, Office of the Chief stitute. The Linen fibre 
Sion: > . . _ 
Signal Officer. insures lasting qualities 
Vv and its added strength 
Suttle Equipment Begins keeps costly breaks at a 
Postwar Expansion ah Manuf i 
The Suttle Equipment Co., Law- | minimum, Manutfacture¢ 
renceville, Ill., manufacturers of equip- in various sizes to meet 
‘Ss ment for Independent telephone com- Es ‘ 
panies, began its postwar expansion your exacting require- 
flake program recently by breaking ground ments 
smp- for a new building. Cost of the new 
natic structure and other additions to the 
plant was estimated at $40,000. 
Construction will proceed as rapidly 
as possible, and the company hopes for | R | 14 | | N Cc 
occupancy by December. a * 
a“ 
The new building, 86 ft. wide and 
i , . » f / » i 
) 145 ft. long, will be a modern structure PHILADE LPHIA 2 i, PA. 
s of brick and steel with glass block win- H. S. Clark & Son F. J. Faweett Inc. Hayne-Surridge Co. H. H. Kemper Co. 
E dows. Chicago 6 Boston 11 St. Louis 3 Cincinnati 2 
N Repair and rebuilding facilities now | 
ONY SEPTEMBER 29, 1945 











housed in the present building will be 
moved to the new one-story building 
early next year, the company said, 
creating additional warehousing space 
which will be used for a large stock of 
electrical appliances and electrical 
equipment in connection with Suttle’s 
postwar wholesaling program. 
Extensive alterations will be carried 
out in the present building during the 
coming months as part of the reconver- 
sion program. B. D. Quackenbush, vice 
president and general manager of the 
company, estimated that it will be at 
least a year before the company’s post- 
war program is in full swing. He 
stated that thereafter the operations of 
the company probably would be at 
least double those of the prewar period. 


Vv 


Employs Vet as Lineman 

The Alpha (Iowa) Telephone Co. re- 
cently employed Jo—E NEWELL of Wav- 
erly, Iowa, an ex-serviceman who re- 
ceived training in telephone work dur- 
ing his 4% years in the armed forces, 
as lineman, succeeding Roy FINCH of 
Alpha in that position. The Independ- 
ent also serves Waucoma and Lawler. 





dependable 


Cedar Poles 


MICHIGAN POLE & TIE Co. 


NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 











OFT 0 F-) ae od 8) 
MACGILLIS & GIBBS COMPANY 


Wells Bidge., Milwaukee 2, Wis. 
* * 
Northern White and Western Red 
Cedar Poles—Plain or Butt-Treated 





B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. entrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. 








International Creosoting and Construc- 
tlon Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White— Western 
Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Pensacola Creosoting Company, Pen- 
sacola, Fla. reosot Southern Pine. 
Poles of Superior Long Leaf Quality. 








R. D. BIRGE has been appointed De- 
troit, Mich., representative of the Philco 
Storage Battery Division, it was an- 
nounced recently by J. G. GREEN, assist- 
ant general manager. 

Mr. Birge was graduated from Purdue 
University in the electrical engineering 
course in 1938. He was associated with 
the Louis Allis Co. as field engineer in 
Detroit for three years and more re- 
cently in Philadelphia for one year. 


Expect Dial Equipment at 
Pennsylvania Independent 

Dial telephone equipment has been 
promised to subscribers of the Pyma- 
tuning Independent Telephone Co., 
Transfer, Pa., as soon as equipment 
is available. 

The exchange serves about 200 cus- 
tomers. A 
Transfer and other improvements are 
scheduled. 


new telephone building in 


Vv 


Owner Drafted, Service Stops 
Telephone service at the Eagle Point 
(Wis.) Telephone Co. and the Jim 
Falls (Wis.) Telephone Co. was to be 
suspended August 20, following the in- 
duction of GLEN MEIER, owner and 
manager, into the armed forces. 





ATLANTIC 
Creosoting Co., inc., 17 Battery Pi., N. Y.C. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms . . Conduit 


PLANTS AND OFFICES: 

New Orleans, La. Jackson, Tenn. Boston, Mass. 

Winnfield, La. Louisville, Miss. New York, WN. Y. 

Norfolk, Va. Savannah, Ga. Philadeiphis, Pa, 
Annapolis, Md. Chicago, Il. 











UNDERGROUND 
CONTRACTOR 


TILE CONDUIT WORK—MANHOLES 
BURIED CABLE TRENCH 


SEYMOUR CORLEY 
220 N. FRINK PEORIA 5, ILL. 








Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wacker Drive CHICAGO 











ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH, BOGGS and CO. 
Certified Public Accountants 


803 Electric Building 
INDIANAPOLIS 4, IND. 








SLOAN & COOK 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
120 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 


Appraisals—Original Cost Studies 
Depreciation, Financial, and Other 
Investigations 








MANFRED K. TOEPPEN 


Engineer 
Consultation ®@ Investigation 
Reports 


261 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 











WE BUY 
WE TRADE 
WE REBUILD 


Old telephones or parts into 
smart modern - looking wall phones 
or desk sets with new cabinets. 

Repair service for Transmitters, Recelv- 
ers, Stands and Wall Phones—Magneto 
or Common Battery. 


Specialists in Repairing and 
Rebuilding Transmitters 


The Telephone Repair and Supply Co. 
Daniel H. McNulty, Moneger 





INSPECTION SERVICE 


For poles, crossarms, and other timber prod- 
ucts. Preservative treatments of timber 
products. Analyses of wood preservatives. 


A. W. WILLIAMS INSPECTION COMPANY 


Main office and laboratories: Mobile, Ala. 
Branch offices: New York and St. Louis. 
inspections handled at timber treating plants. 














Rogers Park Station 26 Chicago 


J. G. WRAY & CO. 


TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 
Specialists in Appraisals, Rate Surveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 

231 S. La Salle St., Chicago 
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